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News and Topics 

Ship Recycling in Muroran 

 

In Muroran ship recycling has started. 

Muroran Institute of Technology (Muroran IT) 

is playing a main role in it. At the Second West 

Pier of the Muroran Port, one fishing boat (145 

tons) was already dismantled in February. The 

dismantlement of a 12,251-ton carrier vessel for 

automobiles will start late this month. An 

international symposium on ship recycling is 

going to take place.  

Prior to the symposium, Dr. Kazumichi 

Shimizu, an assistant professor of Muroran IT 

and a leader of the Muroran Ship Recycling 

Study Group, paid a visit to Bangladesh on 

February 3
rd
 in order to see the current 

conditions of ship recycling. Bangladesh is the 

leading country in the field of ship recycling.    

Dr Shimizu visited Chittagong, in southeast 

Bangladesh. According to his story, most of the 

dismantlement is completed by manual laborers 

under poor working conditions. By using gas, 

men with barefeet, thin shirts, and short pants, 

cut the huge body of a ship thrown on the beach. 

They carry the scrapped body of the ship on 

their shoulders. In dismantlement stage alone, 

about 100 people a year seem to die from fire, 

explosions, or are crushed under iron board. 

There is a lot of waste oil mixed with hazardous 

waste floating along the coast. 

Dr. Shimizu said that he wanted to establish an 

advanced system in Muroran that could be used 

in Bangladesh which would be agreeable for 

the environment, and could reduce the poverty 

and misery of the laborers. 
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A Tour around the Inside of a 

Luxury Boat  

The most luxurious 

passenger boat in the 

world, Diamond Princess 

(116,000 ton), will reach Sakimori Pier of 

Muroran Port on May 8
th,
 on the way to cross 

the Pacific Ocean. Until now, Muroran City 

Office had confined tours of the inside of the 

vessel to Muroran citizens. This time they 

decided to expand the invitation to citizens in 

the West Iburi area such as Noboribetsu, Date, 

Toyako, Toyoura, and Soubetsu.  

To avoid accidents, tourists should be good 

walkers because of many steps in the vessel. 

The number of visitors is limited to 100. If the 

number of applicants surpasses the limit, lots 

will be drawn to decide the candidates.  

For application, you may mail a postcard or a 

letter written with the names of all your 

members, your gender, your date of birth, your 

address, your telephone number and either your 

driver’s license number or your passport 

number.  Application deadline date is March 

10
th
. For particulars please apply to the 

following office. 

The Promotion Unit of the General Affairs 

Section, Port & Harbor Department, City of 

Muroran (〒051-0022, 1-20-30, Kaigan-cho, 

Muroran, Tel: 0143-22-3191) 
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One Assistant Foreign Language 

Teacher Increased 
Muroran Board of Education decided to 

increase the number of assistant foreign 



language teachers by one in the next fiscal year 

budget, bringing the total number of teachers 

within the jurisdiction of Muroran Board of 

Education to three. 

This is because the Government will English 

classes for 5
th
 and 6

th
 grade students in 

elementary schools from 2011 fiscal year. 

Prior to the Government policy, the Muroran 

Board of Education plans to give elementary 

school students more opportunities to meet and 

hear native English and hopes they will develop 

an interest in English and foreign countries. 

The aim of English education in elementary 

schools is to make the students feel familiar 

with English in the earlier grades and proceed 

smoothly to the regular curriculum in junior 

high schools. 

In the 20 elementary schools in Muroran, 

English classes have already been held for 20 to 

35 hours in a year. 
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Information and Invitations 

How to use sign language 

[Date] March 7(Sun) 1:30p.m.~4:00p.m. 

(It accepts at 13 o'clock.) 

[Place] Welfare for the disabled synthesis center 

(Pia 216) 

[Description] Instruction in sign language, 

Sign language play, Experience announcement 
[Admission Fee] free 

[Application] on that day 

[More Information] Handicapped Person's 

Welfare Section at Muroran City Office (Tel: 

0143-25-1155 Fax: 0143-25-1166) 

Curling Experience Classroom 

[Date] March 7(Sun) 1:00p.m.~3:00p.m. 

[Place] Nakajima Sports Center 

[Conditions] Over 4
th
 grade elementary school 

children 

(elementary school children and the junior high 

school student 

must go with the guardian) 

[Admission Fee] 200 yen (under high school 

student), 

500 yen (adult) 

[Application] By telephone or come to Nakajima 

Sports Center on that day 

∗ please bring your indoor shoes and a pair of 

gloves 

[More Information] Muroran curling society: 

Mr.Narita(Tel: 090-3897-2164) 

Muroran Night View 

Photograph Exhibition 

[Date] March 1(Mon) ―

April 30(Fri) 9:00a.m. ~ 
[Place] Hokkaido Bank East Muroran branch 

[More Information] Muroran Tourist Association 

(Tel:0143-23-0102) 

The Citizens Activity Center’s Events 

in March 
 [Contents] 

・・・・Corrugated cardboard compost course  

[Date] March 9(Tue) 1:00p.m. ~ 3:00p.m. 

[Limit] first 10 people 

[Application] Apply beforehand. 

・・・・    Meeting to learn about lymph  

[Date] March 16(Tue) 12:00noon~1:00p.m. 

[Limit] first 10 people 

[Application] Apply beforehand. 

・・・・Personal computer free consultation 

association 

[Date] March 23 (Tue) 1:00p.m. ~ 3:00p.m. 

[Application] on that day 

・・・・Sumi-e painting experience class There is no 

age limit 

[Date] March 25 (Thu) 1:00p.m. ~ 2:30p.m. 

[Limit] first 12 people 

[Application] Apply beforehand. 

[Admission Fee] Free 

[More Information] Citizens Activity Center 

 (Tel: 0143-25-7070) 

 

 



"Muroran—The town where you can 

meet dolphins and whales" DVD 

screening and lecture 
[Date] March 25(Thur) 6:00p.m. ~ 7:30p.m. 

[Place] Muroran Citizens Hall 

[Admission Fee] Free 

[Contents] Screening of a DVD that introduces 

oceanic  

animals that live in nature and Volcanic Bay in 

Muroran 

and a lecture of oceanic animals 

[Lecturer] Mr. Tadao Furuya: Vice-chairman of 

Volcanic 

Bay oceanic animal observation society 

[Application] on that day 

[More Information] Volcanic Bay Oceanic 

Animal  

Observation Society:Mr.Kawamura 

 (Tel: 0143-43-7113) 

Hokuden Family Concert 

[Date] April 24(Sat)  6:30p.m.~ 

[Place] Noboribetsu Citizens Hall 

[Admission Fee] Free 

∗you need a numbered entrance ticket 

[Ticket] You can get a ticket from March 23 

at Noboribetsu Citizens Hall and Noboribetsu 

City Each Branch Office Even one two tickets 

 can be gotten. The ticket ends the distribution 

 as soon as it disappears. 

[More Information] Noboribetsu City Social  

Education Group (Tel:0143-88-1129) 

 

Interview  

Konnichiwa“Muroranese”〔〔〔〔Vol.8〕〕〕〕 

 

Name: Kate Beckwith  

Country: Melbourne,  

Australia     

Profession:  

English Teacher  

 

Q1: When did you come to Muroran? 

A: I came to Muroran in March, 2009.  It was 

my first time to come to Japan, as well as my 

first time to live in a foreign country. Looking 

back at the first few months in Muroran, I 

remember it was a time of intense culture shock.  

Now, it will be a year soon, so I feel it’s much 

easier managing my life here.          

 

Q2: What do you do in Muroran? 

A: I am an English teacher at Higashi-Muroran 

Geos.  I teach about 50 students, including 

children from 2 to 12, Teenagers and Adult 

students, both in group and private classes. 

 

Q3: Why did you come to Japan and become a 

teacher? 

A: I had always had a dream to one day go live 

in a foreign country. I wanted to live in a culture 

which was totally different from Australia.  I 

thought Japan would be a safe country to work, 

live and traveI in.  I was also interested in 

Japanese culture.  Meanwhile, I found this job 

opportunity teaching English in Japan.         

 

Q4: How do you like teaching at the school?  

A: I like it a lot.  I especially enjoy teaching 

the kids.  Teaching English was not my 

specialty, though my experience working with 

young people teaching theater helped me a lot. 

 

Q5: What are you interested in doing while you 

are living in Japan? 

A: I’d like to learn more about Japanese history; 

for example I want to know more about 

Shintoism and Buddhism.  I would also like to 

travel and visit different places and try different 

foods around Japan.  Actually, I am hoping to 

visit Hiroshima as my next trip.         

 

Q6: Any comments for the citizens as a foreign 

resident? 

A: I would like to say thank you for welcoming 

me as a foreigner into Muroran.  I love Japan, 

it is a beautiful country.  I think living in 

Muroran has given me a different experience 

compared to living in a big city.  It has been 

not easy coming here alone, though I have 

learned so many things about Japan, different 

cultures and language.  This has also been an 

educational time for me to learn about the world 

and myself.  I have prolonged my stay in 

Japan for a while and hope to enjoy more of it.  

                



Japanese Cooking 219 

Beef Steak,  Japanese Style    

和風ビーフステーキ 

- Ingredients (serve four) - 

beef sirloins    ４ sheets   800  g  

salt and pepper     

sake         6 tablespoons 

soy sauce     5 tablespoons 

vegetables (letuce, water cress etc.)  

grated radish   1 cup 

synthetic seasoning agent (aji-no-moto)  

lemon        1 

 

Directions  

(1) Cut sirloins in thick slices and pound 

lightly. 

Sprinkle with salt and pepper. 

(2) Heat frying pan, add suet and rub over 

bottom and sides to grease. 

Sprinkle sake over beef, remove alcohol by 

touching with a match, then add soy sauce, 

and cook until there is no liquid left in the 

pan. 

(3) Cut into bite size pieces and place on a 

dish. 

Garnish with vegetables. 

(4) Serve with grated radish and a slice of 

lemon. 

*Serve with plenty of radish and cucumber 

cut in strips. Instead of grated radish, grated 

ginger and prepared mustard are available.  

 

Japanese lesson 

“Nihongo de hanasou” 

Topic of the Month:  

“Eating out”“Eating out”“Eating out”“Eating out”：外食：外食：外食：外食〔gaisyoku〕  

Words 

・smoking section：喫煙席〔kitsu en seki〕* 

・non-smoking section：禁煙席〔kin en seki〕** 

・recommendation：おすすめ〔osusume〕  

・reservation：予約〔yoyaku〕 

・taking out / to go：持ち帰り〔mochi kaeri〕 

・buffet/ all-you-can-eat：食べ放題〔tabe houdai〕 

・Japanese food：和食〔wa syoku〕 

・bill：(お)勘定〔(o)kanjyo〕 

Phrases 

(1)「何名さまですか？」〔nanmei sama desuka〕 

     How many people are there in your party?  

(2)「おタバコはお吸いになりますか？」 

〔otabako wa osuini narimasuka〕 

 Do you care for smoking? 

(3)「こちらでお召し上がりですか？」 

〔kochira de omeshiagari desuka〕 

   （Would it be）For here? 

(4)「おすすめはなんですか？」 

〔osusume wa nandesuka〕 

 What do you recommend? 

(5)「お勘定をお願いします。」 

〔okanjyou wo onegai shimasu.〕  

Please bring me the bill.  

Explanation 

You may have often heard the above sentences 

while entering restaurants or “Izakaya”.  The 

first phrase is a question asking about the 

number of people who need a table.  The 

second one is whether you prefer smoking or 

non-smoking section by a simple question. 

If you prefer smoking section, then you can just 

say “Hai(yes)” or “kitsuen seki”.*  If you say 

“Iie(no)”, you will be lead to “kin-en seki”**, 

which is a non-smoking section. 

Phrase (3) is also useful when you ask for a 

recommendation. 

 

Cinema Guide 
Muroran Gekijo (Higashi-machi) 

 

1.Parcy Jackson & the Olympians 

2.AVATAR 

3.INVICTUS 

4.If You Are The One  (Chinese) 

 

 

About the Muroran Times 

The Muroran Times is designed to bring 

information about local events to the 

international community of Muroran. Staff: 

Mitani Yoichi, Ishizawa Yuko, Yamashita 

Mayumi, Tagashira Kazui, Nomura Ikuko, 

Nakamura Mari, Naito Naoko, English advisor: 
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